Goethe on Germans
at 'first; but after a while the world hates them for it,
and that is dangerous. Fate will smite them, for be-
traying themselves and not wanting to be what in fact
they are. She will scatter them over the earth like the
Jews, and justly. For their best always lived in exile
among them/'
Thomas Mann, " Lotte in Weimar," Goethe speak-
ing.   (1940)